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oval table, about which were arranged fifteen arm-
chairs, like minor thrones.1 Each bore a number.
The third seat was occupied without interruption
for 136 years, from February 13, 1800, to July 16,
^SS, by members of the private banking house of
Mallet Freres et die., of Paris. The ancestral
Mallet, a founder of the bank, served 27 years as
Regent. On his death the chair passed to Baron
James Mallet, who held it for 33 years. He was
succeeded in 1860 by Baron Alphonse Mallet, who
served 45 years. The last incumbent, Ernest
Mallet, dean of the Board of Directors, became
Regent in 1905. A banker named Hottinguer took
possession of the tenth seat in 1803, held it 30
years and left it to his son, Henri Hottinguer, who
served as Regent till 1849. There was an interreg-
num of 20 years, and then, in the fourth seat,
appeared Roderique Hottinguer, now rejoicing in
the title of Baron. He held it for the patriarchal
term of 52 years. There was another interval of
eight years; in 1929 there emerged as occupant
of the seventh seat its most recent holder, Baron
Henri Hottinguer. Baron Alphonse de Rothschild
assumed the ninth chair in 1855 ^ held it for
51 years. His son, Baron Edouard de Rothschild,
followed in 1905. Together they occupied the
same seat for 81 years. William d'Eichthal,
banker, who retired from the Regency some yeaxs
1 The statutory membership of the Conseil des Regents was
fifteen. In addition to the twelve capitalists there were three
Treasury officials. The last incumbents of that species were
Louis Blanc of Lille, Charles Pn6vost of Marseilles and Jean
Veraguth of Versailles.